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Professional Education Core and Links to the Conceptual Framework


The core courses are required for all Secondary Teacher Education Preparation Candidates. The content and experiences aligned with these courses are linked to the conceptual framework and its theme “Educators as Architects: Designing Environments Where Students Construct Knowledge and Develop Skills” in a number of ways. The core courses are designed to prepare graduates with the knowledge, skills, and dispositions that are essential for new teachers.


More specifically, the coursework required to complete this aspect of the preparation program is presented sequentially to best ensure that candidates are ready to use and apply essential knowledge, skills, and dispositions in their chosen field of study (content area). Engaging students in education content, a variety of learning experiences (including; but not limited to, direct learning, problem solving, application, and practice activities) are an important aspect of this part of the secondary teacher preparation program. Where appropriate students are placed in authentic settings so that the meaning of learning and practice is increased.


The nature of candidate accountability varies a great deal because the core includes both introductory and exit coursework. Demonstrating an understanding of such things as the New Teacher Standards, Core Content, Learner goals and expectations, the characteristics of learners (including diversity and exceptionality) is expected. The ability to effectively apply this knowledge is required during the student teaching semester. 


Technology skill (computer, video camera use, and media support equipment) use) is developed and used in a variety of ways throughout the Professional Development Core. The intention is to challenge candidates to use a variety of technological resources effectively as part of the planning, teaching, assessment, and communication aspects of teaching.


Reflection is a skill that is introduced in the Professional Core and refined in the academic discipline and embedded in the student teaching semester.  The intention is to support the candidates’ ability to self-evaluate, accept responsibility for, and ultimately to improve their teaching. Input from classroom instructors, MSU supervisors and public school teachers further refines the candidates’ ability to construct environments that provoke thought and action in the classroom (Reiman,1999). Learning to identify meaningful professional activities is and extension of the self-evaluation and teaching improvement process.


The concept of collaboration is introduced early in the Professional Development Core and the ability to effectively collaborate is required during student teaching experience (the last required Professional Core Course).

Collaboration is an important component of teacher and school effectiveness because it is the key to unifying the people who work to promote quality educational experiences for the children and youth in eastern Kentucky.

* Concepts from the Conceptual Framework are highlighted.

1.

Professional Education Core and Links to the New Teacher Standards

	New Teacher

Standards

Courses


	NTS I

Designs and Plans 

Instruction
	NTS II

Creates/Maintains

Learning Climate
	NTS III

Implements/Manages

Instruction
	NTS IV

Assesses/

Communicates

Learning

Results


	NTS V

Evaluates

Teaching

Learning
	NTS VI

Collaborates
	NTS  VII

Professional

Development
	NTS VIII

Content 

Knowledge
	NTS IX

Technology

	EDF 207
	I
	I
	
	
	I
	I
	
	
	I

	EDF 211
	
	I
	
	I
	
	
	
	
	I

	EDF 311
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	I
	I
	
	D

	EDSP 332
	I
	I
	D
	I
	I
	I
	I
	
	I

	EDSE312
	D
	D
	D
	           D
	D
	D
	I
	
	S

	EDSE 333
	D
	D
	D
	I
	I
	I
	
	
	D

	EDSE 499c
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	I
	D
	S
	S

	EDSE 416
	S
	S
	S
	S
	S
	D
	D
	S
	S


I = Introduction – the standard is present at a basic level

D = Development - the standard indicator is thoroughly implemented

S = Skill – the standard is demonstrated proficient

2.

Professional Education Core and links to KERA Initiatives

	COURSES
	Learner Goals and Academic’

             Expectations
	     Program of Studies P-12
	Core Content for Assessment

	EDF 207
	                       X             
	                          
	

	EDF 211
	                       
	                              
	                           

	EDF 311
	                        X
	                              X
	                           X

	EDSP 332
	                        X
	                              X
	                           X

	EDSE 312
	                        X
	                              X
	                           X

	EDSE 333
	                        X
	                              X
	                           X

	EDSE 499C
	                        X
	                              X
	                           X  

	EDSE 416
	                        X
	                              X 
	                            X


Professional Education Core and Links to the NCATE Themes

	
	Conceptual Framework
	Diversity
	Intellectual

Vitality
	Technology
	Professional Community
	Evaluation
	Performance Assessment

	EDF 207
	           I
	          I
	          I
	            I
	            I
	
	         I

	EDF 211
	           I
	          D             
	          I 
	            I
	            I
	            I
	         I

	EDF 311
	           D
	          D
	          D
	            D
	            D
	            D
	         D

	EDSP 332
	          D
	          D
	           I
	            I
	            D
	             I
	        D 

	EDSE 312
	          D
	          D
	           D
	            S
	              I                 
	             I
	         D

	EDSE 333
	          D
	          D
	           S
	            D 
	             I
	             D
	         D

	EDSE 499c
	          S
	          
	
	
	             D
	             D
	         D

	EDSE 416
	          S
	           S
	           S
	            S
	             S
	             S
	         S


Note: The Professional Education Core has been revised and the proposal is currently moving through the curriculum committee structures at Morehead State University. The course requirements and required course content has changed. Examples of the kinds of changes that are being proposed include: EDF 211 will fulfill a General Education Requirement. EDF 311 will include a section on Student Assessment. EDSE 333 has been eliminated and the academic disciplines are now responsible for developing and delivering their own methods and clinical and field experiences. A new course has been added and it focuses on classroom management and discipline. The new core was not presented because it will not be implemented until fall 2003.

