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I.  Conceptual Framework
The conceptual framework provided by the College of Education and Behavioral Sciences -Teachers as Architects: Designing environments where students construct knowledge and develop skills- provides the foundation upon which the programs of professional school counseling are built.  School counseling is regarded as a critical supportive role in the entire education process.  The theme, Teachers as Architects, permeates all programs in professional school counseling as educators pursue programs of study in which they acquire the ability to design and build environments which promote the optimal development of each child.

This program is designed to prepare professional educators for the role of secondary school counselors by participating in a fully integrated program of study that includes the mastery of both theoretical knowledge and a fundamental core of clinical skills.  Through coursework, pre-practicum and practicum experiences students are introduced to the role and function of the counseling profession as it is currently practiced in elementary schools throughout the Commonwealth of Kentucky.  The experiences are designed to emphasize the unique and specialized nature of the counseling relationship as a vehicle for encouraging and promoting the development of socially, academically, and personally competent individuals who are prepared for the demands of life and work in the 21st Century.  

Central to this program is the achievement of skills and knowledge that will permit the working secondary school counselor to provide the full range of professional counseling services to students.  The program of study has been designed to provide the necessary training so that graduates can effectively meet the New Counselor Standards and required certification standards as adopted by the Kentucky Department of Education in 1996.  The development of these New Counselor Standards was initiated in an attempt to address the critical role of the school guidance counselor as an integral component of the educational team implementing the Kentucky Education Reform Act (KERA) and its initiatives.  The role of the counselor as a consultant in all aspects of the development of core content areas of study, in setting and promoting the attainment of high academic expectations, and in the coordination of assessment programs is a fundamental component of the New Counselor Standards and KERA.   The Kentucky Education Reform Act, in many ways, redefined the roles of all educational professionals in the Commonwealth.  The New Counselor Standards further defined the role of the school guidance counselor as an important member of the KERA team.  The process of closely aligning the program of study in Elementary Counseling with the New Counselor Standards insures that graduates of the program become fully involved with the counselor’s role as a critical component in all appropriate KERA initiatives and activities. 

  Although the state standards form the principle foundation for the program of study, the standards adopted by the National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education, The American Counseling Association (ACA), the American School Counseling Association (ASCA) and the Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Programs (CACREP) are consulted as a means of insuring that the program remains both current and fully reflective of national trends and issues as they relate to the practice of school counseling.

The program in secondary school counseling is based upon the mastery of three principle strands of development.  The first of these is the development of basic and fundamental knowledge in the fields of human development, research, and psycho-educational assessment.  The second strand involves the development of skills and knowledge in the field of professional counseling beginning with the philosophical and theoretical bases for effective counseling intervention.  The final strand involves the development of discreet clinical skills necessary for effective intervention in individual and small group counseling as well as in consultation with parents, educators, and other mental health professionals.  The integration of these three strands represents the weaving together of a unique blend of skills and knowledge necessary for the provision of caring, compassionate, and competent counseling services delivered within the context of the secondary school setting.

II. Program Experiences

A.  Relationship to Standards

Students pursuing secondary counseling certification and the Master's degree are required to complete a program of study consisting of a minimum of 36 semester hours of course work and practica. The matrix appearing below provides a descriptive map of the New Counselor Standards and the course experiences to which they relate.  The seven new counselor standards include:

Standard 1.  Program Management, Research, and Evaluation
The school counselor develops a process and procedure for planning, implementation, and evaluation of a comprehensive developmental program of guidance and  counseling.  This program should be developed with faculty, staff, administrators, students, parents, school councils, school boards, and community members.  It is based on needs assessment, formative evaluation, and summative evaluation.

Standard 2.  Developmental Guidance Curriculum
The school counselor provides a developmental, preventative guidance program to all students within the school.  This proactive program promotes the mental health necessary for academic success, self-sufficiency and responsible group membership.

Standard 3.  Individual/Small Group Counseling
The school counselor uses short term individual counseling and structured as well as unstructured small group counseling to address mental, physical, and emotional barriers to learning and to help each child learn at high levels.

Standard 4.  Consultation/Collaboration
The school counselor functions in a cooperative process to assist others to effectively meet the needs of students.  Through consultation the school counselor advocates for students.

Standard 5.  Coordination
The school counselor functions as a coordinator in bringing together people and resources in the school, the community, and the district for the fullest academic, career, personal, and social development of the students.

Standard 6.  Assessment
The school counselor collaborates with other school and district staff to design and coordinate a testing program that helps students identify their abilities, achievements, and interests.

Standard 7.  Adherence to Professional Standards
The school counselor is a professional who acts within legal and ethical guidelines to accomplish educational purposes.

The matrix depicted below portrays the alignment of the Master’s degree program in secondary School Counseling with the Standards for New Counselors adopted by the Kentucky Education Professional Standards Board in 1996

The progression of difficulty/complexity throughout the program is indicated by the use of the follow scheme:

I indicates Introduction, the standard indicator is presented on an introductory level;

D indicates Development, the indicator is thoroughly implemented;

M indicates Maintenance, the standard indicator is reviewed and proficiency retention is confirmed.

Matrix 1

	Standard/Course
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	EDGC 619
	I
	I
	I
	I
	I
	I
	I

	EDGC 620
	I
	I
	I
	I
	
	
	

	EDGC 656
	I
	I
	I
	I
	I
	I
	I

	EDGC 665
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	
	D

	EDGC 666
	
	D
	D
	D
	
	
	D

	EDGC 667
	
	D
	D
	D
	
	
	D

	EDGC 668
	
	
	D
	D
	
	D
	D

	EDGC 669B
	M
	M
	M
	M
	D
	M
	M

	EDF 661
	I
	
	
	
	
	D
	D

	EDF 600
	D
	
	
	
	
	D
	D

	EDF 610
	
	D
	
	
	
	
	


In addition to those standards adopted for certification in the Commonwealth of Kentucky the program of study in Secondary School Counseling has been developed to be consistent with those standards for curriculum adopted by the Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs (CACREP).  The matrix depicted below portrays the alignment of the Master’s Degree program in Secondary School Counseling with those curriculum standards adopted by CACREP.

Matrix 2

Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs (CACREP)

2001 Standards

	
	EDGC 619
	EDGC 620
	EDGC 656
	EDGC 661
	EDGC 665
	EDGC 666
	EDGC 667
	EDGC 668
	EDGC 669B
	EDF 600
	EDF 610

	Professional Identity
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	

	Social and Cultural Diversity
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Human Growth and Development
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X

	Career Development
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Helping Relationships
	
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	

	Group Work
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	

	Assessment
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Research and Program Evaluation
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X
	X
	

	Clinical Instruction
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	


B. Course Descriptions

1. EDGC 619, Career Counseling.  Overview of career development and career decision theories.  Planning and integrating career information and counseling in school programming and classroom vocational counseling in schools, and other settings.

2. EDGC 620, Psycho-Social and Multicultural Factors in Counseling.  Study of recently recognized non-classroom factors impacting students’ school behavior and performance, and appropriate counseling strategies designed to assist students.  Topics include child abuse, divorce, co-dependency, grief/loss, blended families, and cultural/ethnic diversity.

3. EDGC 656, Introduction to Counseling.  History, philosophical principles, and development of guidance movement; place of specialist; guidance and the teacher; present status of guidance meeting needs of students; objectives and goals of counseling, and introduction to counseling theory and practice.

4. EDGC 661, Measurement Principles and Techniques.  Identification of educational objectives associated with test construction; tables of specification; elementary statistics; testing and non-testing procedures.  Investigations of major types of tests; administration, scoring, and interpretation of test results.

5. EDGC 665, Philosophy and Practice of School Counseling.  Organizational goals and procedures in designing a comprehensive program in information services, appraisal, and counseling; relationships of counselor with school personnel and with community members and organizations; referral procedures; legal implications for counselors.

6. EDGC 666, Theories of Counseling.  Basic philosophies, principles, and procedures in counseling; participation in lab experiences; study of pertinent research.

7. EDGC 667, Group Counseling.  Study of theories and principles of individual reaction under stress in-group situations and application of group counseling theory and guidance programs.  Groups include school, family, and community.

8. EDGC 668, Legal and Ethical Issues in Counseling.  This course examines the legal and ethical aspects relevant to professional issues in counseling.  Current legislation impacting the profession of counseling in various settings is examined as will recent case law.  Ethical codes of the major professional organizations will be examined as will related codes of certification and licensure bodies.  Special attention is given to issues such as rights of minors, emancipated minors, HIV status and others.

9. EDGC 669, Practicum in Guidance and Counseling.  Weekly class instruction in techniques of counseling and supervised field experiences counseling individuals and groups.  This course requires field placement in an appropriate setting and supervision by university and field clinical supervisors.

10. EDF 600, Research Methods in Education.  Selection, delineation, and statement of a research problem, techniques of bibliography building, methods of organization, recognized methods of investigation, application of statistical methods to research problems, and style standards for research writing.

11. EDF 610, Advanced Human Growth and Development.  Developmental processes in childhood and adolescence.  Application of principles of development, research findings, and theory of human behavior.

III. NCATE Themes
Matrix 3 below depicts the integration of the NCATE themes into the program of study leading to the Master’s degree in Secondary Counseling.

	Course
	Conceptual Framework
	Diversity
	Intellectual Vitality
	Technology
	Professional Community
	Evaluation
	Performance Assessment

	EDGC 619
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	X

	EDGC 620
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	EDGC 656
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	X

	EDGC 665
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	EDGC 666
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	X

	EDGC 667
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	X

	EDGC 668
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	

	EDGC 669B
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	EDF 661
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	EDF 600
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	EDF 610
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	


IV. Assessment
The secondary school counselor program systematically evaluates candidates throughout their participation in the program.  The evaluation process essentially occurs in three phases, each of which is more fully described below.

A.  Initial Candidate Screening

Applicants for the program in secondary school counseling are carefully evaluated to insure that they possess the necessary academic qualifications for potential success in the program.  The admissions criteria imposed include the following:

1.  Candidates must achieve a Graduate record Examination Composite score of 1200

2.  Must demonstrate an undergraduate GPA of at least 2.5

3.  Must hold secondary school teaching certification (provisional).

B.  Program Progress Evaluation

Students enrolled in the various required classes are continually evaluated by the teaching faculty using a variety of techniques including the use of objective and open response traditional examinations, special project reports, class portfolios, student case studies, evaluation of audio/video tapes, and personal observation.  Course grades, assigned by instructors, remain a fundamental means of assessing progress throughout the program.  All students are required to maintain a 3.0 GPA.  The faculty of the program regard EDGC 669B, Practicum in Counseling, as the capstone course and students are evaluated by the university instructor as well as the supervisor/host counselor at the school at which the practicum is being completed.  The student's performance during this clinical placement is continually and closely monitored to insure that all aspects of training are fully integrated.

Matrix 4

     Assessment Matrix for Programs in Counseling/Secondary Counseling

	
	Tests &

Quizzes
	Project

Reports
	A/V Tape

Evaluation
	Case Studies
	Class

Portfolios
	Instructor

Observation

	EDGC 619
	X
	X 
	
	X
	X
	X

	EDGC 620
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	X

	EDGC 656
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	X

	EDGC 665
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	EDGC 666
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	X

	EDGC 667
	X
	
	X
	X
	
	X

	EDGC 668
	X
	
	X
	X
	
	X

	EDGC 669B
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	EDGC 661
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X


C.  Program Exit Examination

Students nearing the completion of the program of study in Secondary school counseling are required to successfully complete a comprehensive examination designed to assess mastery in all counseling areas as well as in research and developmental psychology.  The 90 item examination is administered during a student's final semester of study and students are required to achieve a minimum passing score of 70%.  Students failing to achieve a passing score may petition to re-take the exit examination during the next semester or may request to sit for an oral examination before a committee of three of counseling faculty.

Counselor Education Candidate Transition Points:

	Transition Point
	Assessment Data
	Decision Maker(s)
	Outcome

	1) Program Admission
	GRE 1200 minimum (3part) or 800 (2 part)

Undergraduate GPA of 2.5 or higher

BA in Secondary Education and Secondary Certification
	Department Chair
	Informed in writing about admission status.  Status options:

Unconditional Admission

Denied Admission

	2)  Program Completion
	Successful completion of all required coursework with a GPA of 3.0 or higher

Successful completion of Counseling Exit Examination


	Department Chair

Coordinator of Graduate Programs
	Candidates informed in writing of exit examination results.  

Program completion form signed by Department Head upon completion of exit exam

Eligibility for graduation


Program Faculty

	Name
	Highest

Degree
	Area of

Specialization
	Program

Responsibility
	Full-Time

MSU

Full-time

Program
	Full-time

MSU

Part-time

Program
	Part-time MSU

Part-time

Program

	Rebecca

Jorgensen
	Ph.D.


	Counselor

Education
	Teaching:

EDGC 656,668, 669,679
	X


	
	

	Beverly

Klecker
	Ph.D.
	Counselor Education/Research
	Teaching: EDGC 665, 661
	
	X
	

	Dean

Owen
	Ph.D.
	Counselor Education
	Program Leader, Teaching:

EDGC 661, 662, 666, 683
	X
	
	

	John

Peregoy
	Ph.D.
	Counselor Education
	Teaching:  EDGC 620, 669/679, 656
	X
	
	

	Wanda

Staley
	Ph.D.
	Counselor Education
	Teaching:  EDGC 619, 680, 665, 669/679
	X
	
	


Rebecca Jorgensen

Education: Ph.D., Capella University, 2002

Experience: School guidance counselor, School Guidance Administration

Responsibilities: Assistant professor in counseling

Relationship to institution:  Assistant Professor, full time to the institution.

Beverly Klecker
Education: Ph.D.  The Ohio State University, 1996

Experience: Education Research and Evaluation, School Guidance Administration, School Guidance Counselor, Classroom Teacher

Responsibilities: Assistant professor in counseling

Relationship to institution:  Assistant Professor, full time to the institution.

Dean W. Owen, Jr.   

Education: Ph.D., University of Florida, 1977

Experience:  Counseling Psychologist and Graduate Professor in Counseling

Responsibilities:  Program leader, Chair of ED.S. admissions Committee, Graduate Professor

Relationship to institution:  Tenured Professor, full time to the institution.

John J. Peregoy   

Education: Ph.D., Syracuse University, New York, 1990

Experience:  Certified Professional Counselor, University teaching in Educational Psychology and Counselor Education.

Responsibilities: Graduate professor in Counseling

Relationship to institution: Assistant Professor, full time to the institution (August, 2002).

Wanda Staley     

Education: Ph.D., Kent State University, 1990

Experience: Classroom Teacher, School Guidance Counselor 

Responsibilities:  Graduate professor in  counseling

Relationship to institution:  Tenured Associate Professor, full time to the institution.

MOREHEAD STATE UNIVERSITY

PROGRAMS IN COUNSELING
Name___________________________________________________________________   Date Completed_____________________


PROGRAM OF STUDIES LEADING TO THE PROVISIONAL CERTIFICATION AS SECONDARY SCHOOL COUNSELOR


Grades 5-12, (minimum of 36 semester hours with a GPA of 3.0 or higher)

ADMISSION:  To be admitted to the elementary counseling program, one must meet the general admission requirements for graduate study and have a teaching certificate in the area in which certification is sought.  Minimum GRE required is 1200 (3-part) or 800 (2-part). Certification as a guidance counselor requires a year of teaching at the elementary level, which may be completed after the course work.

I.  GUIDANCE AND COUNSELING 
27 HOURS
	
COURSE
	
TITLE
	
HOURS
	
DATE


COMPLETED
	
INSTITUTION
	
WILL


COMPLETE

	EDGC 619
	CAREER DEVELOPMENT AND

VOCATIONAL COUNSELING
	
3
	
	
	

	EDGC 620
	PSYCHO-SOCIAL FACTORS IN 

COUNSELING
	
3
	
	
	

	EDGC 656  (1)
	INTRODUCTION TO COUNSELING
	
3
	
	
	

	EDGC 665
	PHILOSOPHY AND PRACTICE OF

SCHOOL SERVICES
	
3
	
	
	

	*EDGC 666 (2)
	THEORIES OF COUNSELING
	
3
	
	
	

	*EDGC 667  (3)
	GROUP COUNSELING
	
3
	
	
	

	EDGC 668
	LEGAL AND ETHICAL ISSUES IN COUNSELING
	
3
	
	
	

	EDGC 669b
	PRACTICUM IN GUIDANCE  AND

COUNSELING (K-8)
	
6
	
	
	


*  Students enrolled in these classes should expect substantial differences in class requirements and assignments depending upon the level (elementary/secondary school) of certification sought.

II.  PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 
9 HOURS
	EDF 600*
	RESEARCH METHODS IN EDUC.
	
3
	
	
	

	EDF 610*
	ADVANCED HUMAN GROWTH 

AND DEVELOPMENT
	
3
	
	
	

	EDGC 661*
	MEASUREMENT PRINCIPLES AND TECHNIQUES
	
3
	
	
	


_____________________________________________________ __________________________________________________ 


(Advisor's Signature)




(Student's Signature)
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